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Seminar Description

This seminar will explore alternatives (thought and action) and alterity (difference/otherness) by 
examining bodies that transgress the boundaries between life and death (being and non-being). 

As bodies, the undead or living-dead refuse classification; they are anomalous. They may seem to 
be both living and dead, or neither: bare-life, corpses with agency, living bodies that emulate dead 
ones, hybrids of animate and inanimate, immortals with flesh. 

The undead or living-dead are monstrous (grotesque, horrific, brute, beasts, ogres, devils, savages 
etc.), they not only violate norms of embodiment, conduct, exchange etc., but, in so doing, they 
invite us to question both theory (monster: from monstrare, to show or give proof) and futurity 
(monere: to warn), and in relation to form (speculative realism, dark materialism etc.). As B.F. 
Saunders has noted, the undead's ' deviance calls for “theory” - rather insistently - but their 
materiality brings theory down to earth (if ever theory was somewhere else)'. i

This seminar series will pursue two initial lines of inquiry. First, case studies, specific 
representations or exemplars of living death: monsters and the monstrous in mythology, immortality 
and alterity in Greek philosophy, practices of scapegoating in Christianity, teratology in Christian 
neoplatonic theology and philosophy; mediaeval thought and literature, Empire and slavery; 
animalism, cannibalism, vampires, zombies, cyborgs, avatars, neo-morts, and so on, also, 
embodiments of bio-medical modes of undeath: transfusion, transplantation, implantation, deep 
coma, brain death, cryogenic preservation etc. 

Secondly, we will examine theory and philosophy that speaks to structures and effects of undeath: 
Plato and Socrates on death and immortality, Aristotle on the soul and slavery, Pseudo-Dionysius on 
negativity, Eriugena on monstrosity, Montaigne on melancholy and cannibalism, Heidegger on 
melancholy and authentic being-towards-death, Hegel on the Master-Slave dialectic, Marx on 
vampire Capital, Freud on the unheimliche, mourning and melancholy, Kristeva on abjection and 
horror, Williams on deformed discourse, Derrida and Zizek on the monstrous, Botting on the 
Gothic, Badiou on the inhuman, Foucault on the abnormal/ monstrous and bio-politics, Agamben on 
Language and death, bare-life; bio-politics, Mbembe on necropolitics, Montag on necro-economics, 
Kirk on philosophical zombies, Nancy on transplantation, Negarestani on complicity with 
anomalous materials: Cyclonopedia etc.

This seminar will be emphatically cross disciplined, appealing to graduate students from literature,  



visual and material culture studies, philosophy, history, anthropology, sociology, and medicine.

Objectives

The main objective of this seminar is to encourage engagement with, and critical reflection on, a  
unique cultural moment – the present! - in which we are witnessing the unprecedented evolution of 
Undeath vis-a-vis classic contemporary myths: the vampire and zombie; monster mash-up novels; 
advances in gaming; bio-medicine; and, a speculative turn in philosophy which, like the burgeoning 
genre of theoretical-fiction, re-engages the monstrous through mythology and mediaevalism.

In this seminar series participants will develop an understanding of Undeath in relation to this remit,  
and in relation to modes of materialism, embodiment, and definitions of life and death, across time 
and cultural settings.

Structure and Requirements

1. Readings:

The first seminar requirement is participation based on a basic engagement with seminar 'readings'.  
The 'readings' outlined for each session will provide us with our core material for discussion. These 
usually consist of one or two texts. While these texts - for eg. Plato's Phaedo - might appear 
daunting, fear not, as they usually constitute a very short book or, where the book is larger, several 
chapters of that book. These 'readings' have been chosen for their historical relevance and 
accessibility, and also with considerable consideration of the duration required to read them. For 
example, Phaedo is a very important text for anyone to read, it is extremely accessible, and there is 
great reward in reading it – an activity that should take no more than 3 - 4 hours. Then, take for 
example, the second 'reading' of the first seminar: Michel De Montaigne's 'To philosophize is to 
learn how to die'. This is only a short text, about 20 pages inter-dispersed with quotes, but proof 
enough, as Alfred North Whitehead noted, that the history of philosophy is nothing more than a 
series of footnotes to Plato. This particular text should take the reader no more than an hour,  and 
will supplement the readers understanding of the historical and philosophical relevance of Phaedo, 
as well as furnishing their new-found optimism with the fact that there is great clarity in 
approaching seemingly difficult philosophical texts chronologically, and it is for that reason that 
these 'readings' have been chosen.

2. Supplementary Readings (recommended):

The 'supplementary readings (recommended)' are, well, precisely that: recommended, thats all. It is  
not compulsory or completely necessary to read them. These usually consist of a contemporary 
philosophical commentary on the core 'readings' and one or two examples of literature that speaks 
to the core 'readings', and thus helps to furnish an understanding of the contemporary cultural 
relevance of these texts. The 'supplementary readings (recommended)' for the first seminar and 
supplementing Plato's Phaedo, for example, are Peter Kalkavage's philosophical commentary on the 
Phaedo, and then a short accessible story by Jorge Luis Borges, as well as a graphic-novel The 
Minotaur's Tale by Al Davidson. The Borges story speaks to the idea of immortality central to 
Phaedo, and the semi-autobiographical graphic-novel by Al Davidson's speaks to the more subtle 
spectre of alterity that is present and it does so drawing on the same classic mythology that is 
referred to in Phaedo: the myth of Theseus and the Minotaurs Labyrinth in Minoan Crete. 

So, the 'supplementary readings (recommended)' are recommended only; they are there to be 



engaged with if possible, and engagement with one or more of these texts will ensure a more 
rounded understanding of the 'readings', and of their continued cultural relevance today.

3. Supplementary Readings (optional):

The 'supplementary Readings (optional)' are also precisely that – optional. These texts have been 
chosen in order to furnish a better understanding of the contemporary philosophical relevance of the 
'readings' and 'supplementary readings (recommended)'. The 'supplementary readings (optional)' 
usually consists of relevant emerging philosophy or philosophical commentaries on the 'readings', 
and where possible, in relation to the 'supplementary readings (recommended)'. So, if we look to 
'supplementary readings (optional)' for the first seminar, for example, we find a chapter on 'Death 
and Immortality', from Todd May's book on Death (2009), that not only critically reflects on the 
central ideas in Plato's Phaedo, but does so by way of Jorge Luis Borge's story 'The Immortal' in 
Labyrinths. 

Constructed in this way, the seminar material sort of folds back in to itself, and reinforces the 
breadth and depth of knowledge acquired by the reader; it also mirrors the overall structure of the 
series within each individual seminar. Just as seemingly difficult philosophical texts achieve greater  
clarity when considered chronologically - so each can be understood in relation to what came before 
- so too, within each seminar, reading contemporary philosophy, such as Alain Badiou's, can be 
achieved with greater clarity if it is considered in relation to what came before i.e., what it is  
speaking to at the source; which is, in this (Badiou's) case, Plato, and specifically his theory of 
Forms, developed and outlined for the first time in the Phaedo.

4. Reference:

Reference is exactly what it says it is; these texts operate in the same way a dictionary does. For 
example, in the same way you might look up a word in the dictionary to find out exactly what it  
means - its etymology and genealogy - you might look up a monster in Hesiod's Theogony or 
reference your own understanding of Phaedo against that of UC Davis philosophy.

5. Screenings:

Screenings will pertain in some way, either directly or indirectly, to the material discussed in each 
seminar, and will generally trend toward the topicality of Undeath. Again, this reinforces the 
breadth and depth of historical, philosophical and cultural knowledge acquired by the reader.

6. Events of Interest:

The 'Events of Interest' are events that pertain to particular seminars within the series or to the 
seminar series as a whole: speaking to the structures and effects of Undeath, alterity, or alternative 
thought and action. As with the 'screenings', the 'events of interest' are outlined or cited 
chronologically to help seminar participants understand their reading and related activities  
calendrically.



 Sessions, Topics, Readings, Reference, Screenings and Related Events

 Seminar 1 (Jan 19): From the Mythology of Monsters to the Meta-physics of 
      Reason: Immortality and Alterity in Plato's Phaedo. 

        

Topics             
− Desiring death and suicide/ Socrates
− Practicing death/ Montaigne and melancholy
− Plato's use of mythology
− Socrates and the fear of death/spectre of alterity
− Theseus, the Minotaur's Labyrinth and Minoan Crete 
− The care of death/The care of the soul, and psyche
− Arguments for immortality
− The development of Plato's theory of Ideas (Forms)
− The equation of Ideas and Immortality (Platonic Politics)

Supplementary Outline Of:

− The philosophical recovery of Plato: Alain Badiou
− The Philosophical Recovery of Mythology: Speculative Realism
−  Dark Materialism, Redux: Strangers, Gods and Monsters, Now....

Reading:

Plato, Phaedo, in The Last Days of Socrates, translated by Hugh Tredennick and Harold Tarrant 
(2003), London and New York: Penguin Books, pp. 97 – 206.



(available at http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/phaedo.html )

Montaigne, Michel de. (1993) To philosophize is to learn how to die, in Michel De Montaigne: The  
Essays: A Selection, translated and edited by M.A Screech, London and New York: Penguin 
Classics, pp. 19 – 36.

(available at 
http://scholarsbank.uoregon.edu.xmlui/bitstream/handle/1794/766/montaigne.pdf/sequence=1 )

Supplementary Reading (recommended):

Kalkavage, Peter (2000) 'Plato's Phaedo and the Care of Death' (available at 
http://globalvillage.pepperdine.edu/GBQuarterly/winter00/careofdeath.html ) 

Davidson, Al (1992) The Minotaur's Tale, London: VG Graphics. 

Or

Borges, Jorge Luis (1964) 'The Immortal' in Labyrinths, London and New York: Penguin Books, pp. 
135 – 149.

Supplementary Reading (optional):

Mc Kenzie, John (2009) 'Badiou's Post-structuralist Recovery of Plato: Platonic Politics in the Face 
of Postmodernity' (stable URL http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p367779_index.html )

Badiou, Alain (2006) 'Meditation Two: Plato' in Being and Event, translated by Oliver Fentham, 
London and New York: Continuum, pp. 31 – 37.

Badiou, Alain (2009) Logics of Worlds: Being and Event II, translated by Alberto Toscano, London 
and New York: Continuum, pp. 1 – 44.

Or

May, Todd (2009) 'Death and Immortality' in Death, Stocksfield: Acumen Publishing Ltd., pp. 45 – 
78.

Reference:

Matyszak, Philip (2010) The Greek and Roman Myths: A Guide To The Classical Stories, London: 
Thames and Hudson. 

Minotaurus (from Apollododuras to Suidas):  http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/Sp-
Tl/Theseus.html 

Lecture Notes: Plato'e Phaedo, UC Davis Philosophy; G.J. Mattey
(available at  http://www-philosophy.ucdavis.edu/mattey/phi001/platolec.html )

http://www-philosophy.ucdavis.edu/mattey/phi001/platolec.html
http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/Sp-Tl/Theseus.html
http://www.mythencyclopedia.com/Sp-Tl/Theseus.html
http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p367779_index.html
http://globalvillage.pepperdine.edu/GBQuarterly/winter00/careofdeath.html
http://scholarsbank.uoregon.edu.xmlui/bitstream/handle/1794/766/montaigne.pdf/sequence=1
http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/phaedo.html


Screening (optional) - the Undead Film Club (UFC) presents:

Inception (2010), dir. Christopher Nolan, @ GradCAM, Johns St., Weds Jan 19h, 6 – 9pm.

UFC Supplementary Readings (see, for example):

Inception: The Nightmare Labyrinth; a short film review (available at http:www.so-rimlee.com/a-
lonely-impulse-of-delight/2010/7/22/inception-and-ariadnes-labyrinth.html )

Events of Interest: Dark Materialism Conference, Jan 12, 
                        Kingston University, London.

   
The Dark Materialism Symposium draws on recent paradigms in contemporary philosophy, physics  
and critical theory. It assembles unique and multidisciplinary reflections on the idea of darkness in  
its relation to matter in diverse locations, namely physics, astronomy, ecology, mysticism,  
speculative realism, psychoanalysis and literature.

  Melancology: Black Metal Symposium II
   Jan 13, The Fighting Cocks Bar and       
   Venue, Kingston, London. 

   
The Melancology: Black Metal Symposium draws on the mutual blackening of music and theory,  
and invites speculation and interventions on the blackening of the earth, landscapes of extinction,  
starless aeon, sempitemal nightmares, black horizons, malign essences, Qliphotic forces from  
beyond... in a general re-conceptualization of black ecology.

Chimeric Agonism 

    Broadstone Gallery and Studios 22 Harcourt Terrace Dublin 2.

Opening reception: 6pm to 8pm Wednesday, 12th January 2011. Exhibition continues: 13th to  
17th January 2011, 12 to 6pm.  Performance: Untitled, 20, on Friday 14th January at 6.30pm, at:  

The Kevin Barry Room , National Concert Hall, Earlsfort Tce, D.2

http://www.so-rimlee.com/a-lonely-impulse-of-delight/2010/7/22/inception-and-ariadnes-labyrinth.html
http://www.so-rimlee.com/a-lonely-impulse-of-delight/2010/7/22/inception-and-ariadnes-labyrinth.html


In a society of competing voices Chimeric Agonism offers two artist's responses to the dilemma of 
subjectivity and embodiment. The exhibition arises out of a significant body of new work for both 
Cormac Browne and Ciara McMahon, following a year of intensive research, in both theory and 
art practice, by the artists as part of the Art in the Contemporary World masters program at the 
National College of Art and Design.  Cormac Browne's work, Untitled, 7 (contest) maintains a 
concern with contradictory and incongruous elements of social and subjective realities. Using 
performance, video and sound, this work explores the direct physical manifestations that music and 
the voice can create within the 'subject'. This exhibition is the practical response to research around 
democracy and its accommodation of a multiplicity of voices. 

 The written outcome of this body of research, the statement, will also have a practical iteration in  
the form of a performance, Untitled, 20, on Friday 14th January at 6.30pm, at: The Kevin Barry 
Room National Concert Hall, Earlsfort Tce, Dublin 2. This event will be open to the public, but 
booking is required. 
 
Ciara McMahon's work, Leaky Self Project discusses the long term adjustments to lifestyle and 
attitude to self that heart/lung transplantation demands. Made in collaboration and conversation 
with the Living Gift Transplant Support group the Leaky Self Project is a site specific filmic 
installation, a web presence http://livinggift.ie/leaky-self/ and an ephemeral, conversational event in 
Dublin cafes. McMahon trained in both fine art practice and medicine. Her art work is frequently 
collaborative and realized through performative, participatory works, digital media and site specific  
installation. The Leaky Self project is funded by the Arts Council through the artist in the 
community scheme, managed by Create, the National Development Agency for Collaborative Arts. 

 McMahon will exhibit Liminality at NCAD Gallery in February 2011 as continued  
development of this body of work.

Events of Interest: what is biopolitics? (foucault/Agamben): 
the culture + philosophy research w'shop
GradCAM, Jan 27th, 09.30 – 13.00

This culture and philosophy workshop will be facilitated by Tim Stott and Dr. Mick Wilson, for more  
information visit  http://www/gradcam.ie/workshop/biopolitics01.php

http://www/gradcam.ie/workshop/biopolitics01.php


Symposia: Heroes and Anti-Heroes of C20 Irish Architecture

Saturday 29 January, 10.30am – 5.30pm, Lecture Room, IMMA

In collaboration with DoCoMoMo Ireland (documentation/conservation/ modern/movement, IMMA  
hosts a day-long exchange on architecture and design in Ireland to co- incide with The Moderns, a 
major exhibition from the IMMA Collection.  Culture theorists, historians and practitioners are 
invited to present their current research on the work and practice of some of the ‘heroes’ and the 
‘anti-heroes’ of Modern Irish architecture. Under the title of “Heroes” there will be presentations on 
instrumental architects and shapers of twentieth-century Irish architectural culture who are lesser 
known outside of architectural circles such as Andy Devane, Alan Hope and Robin Walker. Under 
the title of “Anti-Heroes” there will be presentations on underlying tendencies and themes which 
informed Irish architecture during the twentieth century such as suburbanisation and housing, the 
influence of Catholic ceremony and the development of semi-state corporate and national identities.

The speakers will include Ellen Rowley, Dr. Lisa Godson, Simon Walker, Peter Carroll, Ruth 
O'Herlihy and Dr. Linda King.

http://www.docomomo.ie/


Seminar 2 (Feb 2):   From the Mythology of Monsters to the Meta -
physics of  Reason II: Defining the Other, in 
Parmenides and Plato

Topics 
− defining the Other in relation to the Same
− the rule of Reason 
− the realm of Unreason
− the process of estrangement
− the government of Self and Others
− Socrates, and the eternal return of Reason's repressed: Typhon
− Heidegger's Parmenides; the 'open': man and animal

Supplementary
− Genealogy of Strangers, Gods and Monsters: Hesiod's Theogony
− Greek society, ethics and superstition: Hesiod's Works and Days
− Genealogical account of cannibalism and melancholy in the myth of Saturn: 

Kronos/ Cronus/ Cronos, and the Brothers Grimm...
− Cronos, and the mythical economy of vampirism qua cannibalism
− The bifocal nature of melancholic imagination/ paradoxical figure of Cronos
− Montaigne, redux: Heidegger's existential account of melancholy (angst), and 

authentic being-towards-death in the myth of Cronos-Saturn: Being and Time

Reading:

Plato, Parmenides, translated by Mary Louse Gill and Paul Ryan, in Plato: Complete Works, edited 



by John M. Cooper, Indianapolis and Cambridge: Hackett Publishing Company, pp. 359 – 397.

(available at http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/parmenides.html )

Plato, Phaedrus, translated by Alexander Nehamus and Paul Woodruff, in Plato: Complete Works,  
edited by John M. Cooper, Indianapolis and Cambridge: Hackett Publishing Company, pp. 506 – 
556.

 (available at http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/phaedrus.html ).

Supplementary Reading (recommended):

Hesiod, Theogony and Works and Days, translated with an introduction and notes by M.L. West 
(1988), Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press.

Heidegger, Martin (1992) Parmenides, translated by Andre Schuwer and Richard Rojcewicz, 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

Kearney, Richard (2003) Strangers, Gods and Monsters, Oxon and New York: Routledge, pp. 1 – 
20, pp. 163 – 177.

Grimm, Jacob and Willhelm (2005) 'The Tale  of the Juniper Tree', in Selected Tales, translated by 
Joyce Crick, Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press,  pp. 141 – 149.

Warner, Marina (1998) 'Fee fie fo fum: the child in the jaws of the story' in Cannibalism and the  
Colonial World, Barker, Hulme and Iversen (eds.), Cambridge and New York: Cambridge 
University Press, pp. 158 – 182.

Supplementary Reading (optional):

Heidegger, Martin (1962) Being and Time, translated by John Macquarrie and Edward Robinson, 
Malden and Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, pp. 1 – 64, pp. 181 – 231.

Foucault, Michel (2010) The Government Of Self And Others: Lectures At The College De France  
1982 – 1983, translated Graham Burchell, and edited by Arnold I. Davidson, New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan, pp. 41 – 60, pp. 325 – 337.

Reference:

Matyszak, Philip (2010) The Greek and Roman Myths: A Guide To The Classical Stories, London: 
Thames and Hudson. 

Screening (optional) - The Undead Film Club (UFC) presents:

 Cronos (1992) dir. Guillermo Del Toro, @ GradCAM, Johns. St., Weds, Feb 2nd  6 – 9pm.

http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/phaedrus.html
http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/phaedo.html


Screening (optional) - The Undead Film Club (UFC) presents:

Faust (1926) dir. F.W Murnau, @ GradCAM, Johns. St., Thurs, Feb 3rd   6 – 9pm.

UFC Supplementary Readings (see, for example):

Dr. Faustus as a Source for The Tempest:  
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/2161745/dr_faustus_as_a_source_for_the_tempest.html?
cat=2

Screening (optional) - The Undead Film Club (UFC) presents:

The Tempest (1983) dir. William Woodman, @ GradCAM, Johns. St., Weds, Feb 9th 6 – 9pm.

UFC Supplementary Readings (see, for example):

'Caliban in The Tempest' :

http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/864441/caliban_in_the_tempest_pg4.html?cat=4 

and; 

http://kellyrfineman.blogspot.com/2010/06/tempest-part-2-caliban-native.html 

or:

Montaigne, Michel de (1976) 'On the Cannibals' in The Complete Essays of Michel de Montaigne 
translated by Donald M. Frame, Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, pp. 79 – 92.

Cottom, Daniel (2001) 'Cannibalism, Trade, Whatnot' in Cannibals and Philosophers, Baltimore 
and London: John Hopkins Press, pp. 133 – 179.

http://kellyrfineman.blogspot.com/2010/06/tempest-part-2-caliban-native.html
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/864441/caliban_in_the_tempest_pg4.html?cat=4
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/2161745/dr_faustus_as_a_source_for_the_tempest.html?cat=2
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/2161745/dr_faustus_as_a_source_for_the_tempest.html?cat=2


  
  Seminar 3 (Feb 16):  The Philosophers Soul I: Aristotle's De Anima



Topics               
 

− the nature of the soul: form 
− the dichotomy of form and matter/ soul and body
− the soul/ psyche as 'principle of life'/'principle of animation'
− psychic hierarchy
− sense-perception
− language/ speech and life
− human: avatars of the word
− language/ speech and death
− the matter of the heavy(earth/animal) and light (air/sprite)
− the soulless
− animality
− bare life and soul theft
− the emergence of potentiality as darkness/shadow/death 

Supplementary

− discussion of the soul, and soullessness in relation to language/speech and death, and the 
evolution of a classic contemporary myth - zombies, in Isaac Marion's Warm Bodies (2010)

Reading: 

Aristotle, De Anima, translated, with an introduction and notes, by Hugh Lawson-Tancred (1986) 
London and New York: Penguin Books.

Thacker, Eugene (2009) 'After Life: De Anima and Unhuman Politics' in Radical Philosophy, 155, 
May/June 2009, pp. 31 – 40.

Supplementary Reading (recommended):

Roberts. Mark. S (2008) 'From Aristotle to Foucault' in The Mark of the Beast: Animality and  
Human Oppression, Indiana: Purdue University Press, pp. 3 – 16, and pp. 61 – 72.

Warner, Marina (2006) 'The Breath of Life', 'Winged Spirits and Sweet Airs' and 'Our Zombies, Our 
Selves' in Phantasmagoria, Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 61 – 80.

Marion, Isaac (2010) Warm Bodies, London: Vintage Books.

Or

Cesaire, Aime (2002) A Tempest, translated by Richard Miller, New York: TCG Translations.

Supplementary Reading (optional):

Agamben, Giorgio (1999) 'On Potentialty' in On Potentialities, edited and translated, with an 
introduction, by Daniel Heller-Roazen, Stanford: Stanford University Press, pp. 177 – 184.

Agamben, Giorgio (2004) 'Mysterium disiunctionis' in The Open, translated by Kevin Attell, 



Stanford: Stanford University Press.

Reference:

Acquinas, Thomas (1951) Commentary on Aristotle's De Anima, translated by Kenelm Foster, O.P. 
and Sylvester Humphreys, O.P., New Haven: Yale University Press. 

(Available at  http://dhspriory.org/thomas/DeAnima.htm )

Orgel, Stephen (ed.), (2008) The Oxford Shakespeare: The Tempest, Oxford and New York: Oxford 
World Classics.

Hesiod, Theogony and Works and Days, translated with an introduction and notes by M.L. West 
(1988), Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press.

Matyszak, Philip (2010) The Greek and Roman Myths: A Guide To The Classical Stories, London: 
Thames and Hudson. 

Screening (optional) - The Undead Film Club (UFC) presents:

Aime Cesaire, Poet and Statesman (2001) Full Duck Productions, @ GradCAM, Johns. St., Weds, 
Feb 16th  6 – 9pm.

UFC Supplementary Reading (see, for example):

Fanon, Frantz (1963) The Wretched of the Earth, preface by Jean-Paul Sartre, translated by 
Constance Farrington, London and New York: Penguin Books.

Related Events:

                                                             

The Praxis and Pedagogy seminar group at GradCAM present Prof. 

Peter Hallward on 'the Will of the People'

Thursday Feb 17th 2011

6 – 8 pm, Wood Quay Venue, Civic Offices, Dublin

http://dhspriory.org/thomas/DeAnima.htm


 Seminar 4 (Feb 24th):   Undead Theory - Love, Life, Death: Zombies

Special Guest Convener :  Prof. Fred Botting

Botting, of the London Graduate School, is Professor in the School of Humanities at 
Kingston, and is author of the critically acclaimed Gothic (1995), Gothic Romanced 
(2008), and Limits of Horror (2008), and is co-editor of Bataille: A Critical Reader 
(1998), and The Tarantinian Ethics (2001) with Scott Wilson. 



 Seminar 5 (Mar 2nd): The Philosophers Soul II: Aristotle's Zoology 
   and Metaphysics; Language/Speech and Death

Topics

− on the history, parts and generation of animals
− on language/speech and being 
− on being and non-being
− on actuality/ potentiality

on the natural/unnatural
− on negativity
− on potentiality/impotentiality 
− on potentiality for Darkness/ privation
− on the animalization of man
− on forms of mastery: Lai d'Aristote

Supplementary

 
− Heidegger, redux: 'What is Metaphysics?'
− sense-certainty in Hegel and Heidegger: an introduction
− Voice: distinguishing the ontological dimension of voice from the (ontic) voice as sound



− the Eleusinian mysteries; in Hegel's Phenomenology and Shakespeare's Tempest
− Hegel: the Master-Slave dialectic; an introduction
−  Agamben on Aristotle vis-a-vis Heidegger and Hegel; Language and Death

Discussion

    
− Language and Death: Isaac Marion's 'R' the zombie/ Aime Cesaire's A Tempest// Herman 

Melville's 'Bartleby, the Scrivener'/ Henry d'Andeli's Lai d'Aristote/ 
− Aristotelian models of mastery
− the power of women

Reading:

Aristotle, Historia Animalium (The History of Animals) (Book V, Chapter 1; Book VIII, Chapter 1; 
Book IX, Chapter 1) in The Basic Works of Aristotle, edited by Richard Mc Keon (2001), New 
York: The Modern Library, pp. 633 – 640.

Aristotle, De Partibus Animalium (On the Parts of Animals) (Book I, Chapters 1 – 5; Book II, 
Chapter 1)  in The Basic Works of Aristotle, edited by Richard Mc Keon (2001), New York: The 
Modern Library, pp. 643 – 663.

Aristotle, De Generatione Animalium (On the Generation of Animals) ( BookI, Chapters I, 17 – 18, 
20 – 23) in The Basic Works of Aristotle, edited by Richard Mc Keon (2001), New York: The 
Modern Library, pp. 665 – 680.

Aristotle, Metaphysics, Bks IV (Theta) – X  (with specific emphasis on Theta) in The Basic Works of  
Aristotle edited by Richard Mc Keon (2001), New York: The Modern Library, pp. 731 – 850.

Supplementary Reading (recommended):

Cesaire, Aime (2002) A Tempest, translated by Richard Miller, New York: TCG Translations.

Or

Melville, Herman (2007) Bartleby, the Scrivener, with foreword by Patrick Mc Grath, London: 
Hesperus Press Ltd.

Or

Marion, Isaac (2010) Warm Bodies, London: Vintage Books.

Heidegger, Martin (1962) Being and Time, translated by John Macquarrie and Edward Robinson, 
Malden and Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, pp. 1 – 64.

Hegel, G.W.F. (1977) Phenomenology of Spirit, translated  by A.V. Miller, Oxford and New York: 
Oxford University Press, pp.58 – 119.



Supplementary Reading (optional):

Agamben, Giorgio (1991) Language and Death:The Place of Negativity, translated by Karen E. 
Pinkus and Michael Hardt, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.
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